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June is here and we are about to go dark. 
For those new to Masonry, that means 
Scottsdale Lodge will not have any 
meetings in July and August unless 
called for by the Master. That does not 
mean there wonôt be anything happening 
at the Lodge during this time, just no 
ritual or business meetings. 

 

The regular schedule of meetings every week begins to be 
interrupted in June as Grand Lodge has its Annual Communication 
the first week of June. Therefore, Scottsdale Lodgeôs business 
meeting is moved to the second Thursday (6/8) with ritual nights 
filling out the rest of the month. 

 

What will you do while we are dark? For one, you could come out 
on Thursdays in July and maybe into August to assist with our 
summer projects. These include general sprucing up to projects 
that modernize or repair things around the Lodge (family members 
welcome). You can come for the fellowship and stay for the work 
or just help supervise ï we can always use more supervision. 

 

You could also use this time to visit other Lodges that donôt go 
dark in the summer, particularly ones that meet on Thursday 
nights. To see the list of Lodge meetings times and information if 
they go dark in summer, visit the Grand Lodge website at: 

http://www.azmasons.org/lodge_locator/lodge_directory.html  

 

There are so many things you can do, like brush up on ritual or 
learn a new part in ritual, visit the Masonic library (ours or the one 
at the Masonic Temple on 345 E. Monroe) and check out some 
material, write a Masonic paper or even attend a Grand Lodge 
event like the rededication of the Winslow Lodge or GL 
Communications. There are also outdoor degrees that happen in 
Summer, these are also usually communicated on the GL website. 

 

Fraternally, 

Bob Beffel 

Worshipful Master 

GREETINGS 

FROM THE WEST 

 

Once again, as it is so oft prone to do, 
summer has returned. Yes, despite my best 
efforts, secret wishes, and silent prayers, it is, 
officially, HOT, and in keeping with the 
traditions of our Lodge, we will not have 
regular Lodge meetings in July and August. 
And again in accordance with the traditions of 
our Lodge, this period of no meetings is 
known as going ñdark.ò 

If you are like me, right now you are saying to yourself, ñWhat! No 
Lodge meetings? What on earth will I do with myself on Thursdays?" 
You may even be imagining some eternal Thursday night dinner with 
your wife, filled with anxiety wondering what special occasion 
youôve forgotten this week. Or maybe youôre experiencing a dreadful 
phobia of not being properly fed on Thursday nights. Or, perhaps 
(and I hope this one doesnôt ever happen to you) you are hoping word 
of your time off doesnôt get out for fear youôll be invited over to your 
neighbors Arnold and Agnesô house for a rousing Thursday night of 
Parcheesi and Chex mix snacks (Agnesô new pumpkin spice recipe). 

Well, take heart my Brother, for I, your humble servant of a Senior 
Warden, have come to offer my top five suggestions on how best to 
bide your time while we are forced to endure this cruel hiatus from 
our Masonic vocation. Behold! 
 
Number 5  ï  Brush up on our relevant Bible verses.       
Psalms 133:1-3, Amos 7:7-8, and Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 just to name a 
few. Becoming familiar with these passages will give you a greater 
understanding of the applicable parts of our ritual, which will make 
you a more knowledgeable Mason and will give you wisdom you can 
pass down to our newer Brothers, not to mention allowing you to 
shout out more correct answers when watching Jeopardy. 

 
Number 4  ï  Memorize one of the ritual lectures. 
How many times have you been at a first degree, watched the person 
get up to give the first degree lecture, and said to yourself, ñGood 
grief, not the Senior Warden again!ò  Remember, you donôt have to 
be in the officer line to take part in ritual. The more participants in 
ritual the more stimulating it is for the candidate, and it keeps things 
fresh for the officers and side-liners, not to mention freeing-up the 
Senior Warden so he can work on destroying some other passage of 
ritual. 

 
Number 3  ï  Spend some time with the Mrs. 
I know for some this one might be controversial.  After all, it was 
probably her idea for you to become a Mason in the first place after 
the ladies at the salon told her all about how it gets rid of you for an 
entire evening once a week. Every week no less. But it wonôt kill her 
to spend a little time with you. You can talk about old times, or, the 
fact that at your age all times are old times. 
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FROM THE EAST 
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GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH 

 
What to do while the Lodge is Dark. 

Some like it hot was a song by the 
Power Station in 1986. For those of us 
in Arizona during the summer most of 
us take a break from our regular 
Masonic behavior. We are still 
Masons, just not going to lodge over 
the summer.  This leaves the matter of 
what to do with that time opportunity 
usually devoted to Thursday and the 
prep time put in for every Thursday.  

I remember last summer.  I was going 
to learn that 2nd Degree staircase 
lecture. I remember the ñoneò time I 
broke open the ritual. I did take the ritual with me to Michigan.  So 
the good news is that I can work on it this summer. Yeah thatôs the 
ticket. I would visit the lodges in Michigan this summer, but they go 
dark too.  Very few of the lodges in Michigan have air conditioning.  

Some of you will work on the physical lodge improvements to 
Scottsdale 43. I am always delighted to see the improvements to the 
lodge when I come back in August. The paint in the welcome room 
last year made a tremendous improvement to the ambiance and 
energy for brothers coming in the front door.  

And some of you will be ñtraveling menò seeking out Masonic 
events in the far reaches of our realm. I wish you brothers well in 
your travels and I look forward to seeing you in August.  

 

Fraternally, 

Brandon Valentine, 

Junior Warden 

SCOTTSDALE MASONIC LODGE #43  

Wǳǎǝƴ DŀǊǊŜǧWǳǎǝƴ DŀǊǊŜǧ  

/Ŝƭƭ пулΦпсоΦллнр/Ŝƭƭ пулΦпсоΦллнр  

Brothers, please patronize our advertisers. 

 By placing their ads in the Trestleboard, they help 

support itôs publication. 

Contact Brother Fred LaBell at FLaBell@cox.net  if 

you would like to place a business card ad in the 

Trestleboard.    The cost is $100 per calendar year. 

 

 

 

Number 2  ï  Chip away at that Honey-do list. 
ñHappy wife, Happy lifeò is a saying I think, and itôs true too, 
unless of course what makes your wife happy is seeing you 
miserable.  But even then, fixing up the house makes for a nice 
home, and it may help you brush up on the important skills needed 
for number 1.   
 
Drum roll please.  

 
Number 1  ï  Come and join our work-party. 
Our physical Lodge building is so important to us. It is a place for 
us to make ourselves and each other better men. For us and our 
extended Masonic family, it is a place of peace, of love, and of 
safety.  Let us be the guardians of that safety, and help us give back 
to the spirit of Masonry just a little of what it has given us. Brother, 
join our Thursday night work-party for a few new stains on your 
work cloths, and a few new memories with your Brothers. Come 
spend a few hours for our history, and few brief moments in time 
for our future.  

 

In Brotherly Love, 

Bro. Curt Hills 

Senior Warden 
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From the Secretaryôs Desk 

 

NOTE TO ALL FROM THE GRAND LODGE! 

 

In an ongoing effort to keep in touch with the Masons of 
Arizona, the Social Media Committee of the Grand Lodge of 
Arizona has launched an online Social Media monthly newsletter 
to recap some of the items each month that are trending around 
the State.  

We hope that it will encourage communication and 
share knowledge around the State while also giving another 
outlet to the activities of our many Lodge in Arizona.  As is the 
case with Social Media, we intend for it to be enjoyable and 
informative and hope that it will grow and adapt to the needs and 
wants of our Craft as it progresses. 
 

http://www.azmasons.org/docs/
Copper_Post_November_2016.pdf   

 

Fraternally, 

Stephen Clarke 

Secretary  

SCOTTSDALE MASONIC LODGE #43  

Scottsdale #43 Masonic Shirts for Sale  

 

Contact the Secretary for details, cost and to 

place your order (480) 946-1072. 
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